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ARTICLES OF FAITH



Should the pastor at any time be desirous of leaving the
church, or the church, having a majority of three fourths of its 
members, wish to separate the pastor from them, in either 
case, a notice of six months shall be given by each party which 
shall be binding on both. Should the pastor’s conduct at any 
time be inconsistent with his profession, or should he preach 
doctrines opposed to the fundamental truths of the gospel, as 
set forth in the articles of faith, he shall be admonished by the 
deacons in behalf of the church; and, should the case require 
it, six months notice of separation shall be given. Should he 
still persist in such immoral conduct, or in preaching such 
erroneous doctrines, the church may dismiss him after one 
month’s trial, or sooner, if the case requires, from the time of 
the aforesaid remonstrance.

12. Neither minister nor any person shall be admitted as a 
member of this church unless he or she shall believe in and 
subscribe to the Articles and Doctrines of Faith thereof; or at 
least if not having so clear an insight into them as might be 
wished, they shall by no means be opposed to them.

13. A book or books shall be kept for recording every material 
transaction of the church, and for the insertion of member’s 
names, with their places of abode.

14. The church shall appoint treasurers, trustees, lessees, or 
stock holders, who shall give a bond of indemnity for all 
properties invested in their hands, or otherwise in their names, 
that they be compelled to resign or transfer such properties 
when called so to do by a majority of the church. The pastor 
shall not be invested with any secular trust.

A DECLARATION

OF

FAITH AND PRACTICE

Having been enabled, through Divine Grace, to give up 
ourselves to the Lord, and likewise to one another by the will of 
God, we account it a duty incumbent upon us, to make a 
declaration of our faith and practice, to the honour of Christ, 
and the glory of His Name; knowing, that as with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness, so with the mouth, confession is 
made unto salvation;1 which declaration is as follows: viz. -

1. We believe that the scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament are2 the Word of God, and the only rule3 of faith 
and practice.

2. We believe that there is but one4 only living and true God: 
that there are three5 Persons in the Godhead, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, who are equal in nature, 
power, and glory; and that the Son6 and the Holy Ghost7

are as truly and properly God as the Father.

3. We believe that before the world began, God did elect8 a
certain number of men unto everlasting salvation; whom he

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1. Romans 10 v 10
2. 2 Timothy 3 vv 15,16,17    2 Peter 1 v 21
3. John 5 v 39    Acts 17 v 11    2 Peter 1 vv 19,20
4. Deuteronomy 6 v 4    1 Corinthians 8 v 6    1 Timothy 2 v 5 Jeremiah 10 v 10 
5. 1 John 5 v 7    Matthew 28 v 19
6. John 10 v 30    Philippians 2 v 6    Romans 9 v 5    1 John 5 v 20
7. Acts 5 vv 3,4    1 Corinthians 3 vv 16,17    2 Corinthians 3 vv 17,18
8. Ephesians 1 vv 4,5    1 Thessalonians 1 v 4    2 Thessalonians 2 v 13    Romans 8 v 30        

1 John 3 v 1    Galations 4 vv 4,5    John 1 v 12
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did predestinate to the adoption of children by Jesus Christ, of 
his own free grace, and according to the good pleasure of his 
will; and that in pursuance of this gracious design, he did 
contrive and make a covenant1 of grace and peace with his 
Son Jesus Christ, on the behalf of those persons; wherein a 
Saviour2 was appointed, and all spiritual3 blessings provided 
for them; as also that their4 persons, with all their grace5 and 
glory, were put into the hands of Christ, and made his care and 
charge.

4. We believe that God created the first man Adam after his 
image and in his likeness, an upright, holy, and innocent 
creature, capable of serving and glorifying him;6 but he sinning, 
all his posterity sinned in him and came short of the glory of 
God;7 the guilt of whose sin is imputed8 and a corrupt nature 
derived to all his offspring descended from him by ordinary and 
natural generation:9 that they are by their first birth carnal and 
unclean; averse to all that is good, incapable of doing any, and 
prone to every sin;10 and are also by nature children of wrath 
and under a sentence of condemnation;11 and so are subject 
not only to a corporal death,12 and involved in a moral one, 
commonly called spiritual:13 but are also liable to an eternal 
death;14 from all which there is no deliverance but by Christ15

the second Adam.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1. 2 Samuel 23 v 5    Psalm 89 vv 3,28,34    Isaiah 42 v 6
2. Psalm 89 v 19    Isaiah 49 v 6 
3. 2 Samuel 23 v 5    Isaiah 55 v 3    Ephesians 1 v 3
4. Deuteronomy 33 v 3    John 6 vv 37,39    John 10 v 28,29    Jude v 1
5. 2 Timothy 1 v 9    Ephesians 1 v 3    Colossians 3 vv 3,4
6. Genesis 1 v 26,27    Ecclesiastes 7 v 29    Psalm 8 v 5
7. Romans 5 vv 12 & 3 v 23
8. Romans 5 vv 12,14,18,19    1 Corinthians 15 v 22    Ephesians 2 v 3
9. Job 14 v 4    Psalm 51 v  5    John 3 v 6    Ezekial 16 vv 4,5,6
10. Romans 8 vv 7,8    Romans 3 vv 10,11,12    Genesis 6 v 5
11. Ephesians 2 v 3    Romans 5 vv 12,18
12. Genesis 2 v 17    Romans 5 vv 12,14    Hebrews 9 v 27
13. Matthew 8 v 21    Luke 15 vv 24,32    John 5 v 25    Ephesians 2 v 1
14. Romans 5 v 18    Romans 6 v 23    Ephesians 2 v 3
15. Romans 6 v 23    Romans 7 vv 24,25    Romans 8 v 2    2 Timothy 1 v 10    

1 Corinthians 15 vv 45,47

because that the command of our Lord, above cited, has not 
been attended to and followed in the matter by the said 
member or members.

9. That all church business which is of such a nature as to 
come under any discussion or argument at our church 
meetings, relating to church discipline with any member or 
members, or relating in any way to individual character, shall 
be kept within the pale of the church. And that if any member 
of this church, shall relate or tell of any such business to any 
person or persons who are not members of this church, or to 
any member or members of this church, in the known presence 
and hearing of any person or persons who are not members, 
the said member or members so doing, shall for the first 
offence be privately reproved by the pastor and deacons; for 
the second offence, shall be subject to a vote of censure 
recorded among the minutes of our church book; and for the 
third offence shall be separated from the church.

10. That when any person who has been separated from this 
church shall apply to be restored membership, nothing 
whatever shall be named or referred to in the case before this 
church to require satisfaction of the said individual, beyond the 
occasion of the separation as set down in the minutes of the 
church book, together with what may have taken place since 
the separation in the character of the candidate; unless it is 
proved that the said member has been guilty of some unknown 
immorality while he or she stood as a member of this church.

11. A minister shall not be chosen to the pastoral office, until 
after three months trial at least, and the election of such person 
to be decided by ballot, three fourths of the members 
constituting a majority, and that subject to confirmation at the 
following church meeting. No proxies to be allowed on any 
business, unless the person so voting shall be absent through 
illness of some other justifiable cause.



But it is hoped that no one will exact an undue concession, but 
manifest a forgiving spirit, as is well known that in many things 
we all offend; but should any brother or sister in the church 
who may have received any personal offence, or have seen or 
heard of any immoral conduct in any of the brethren or sisters, 
the same being known only to themselves, propagate, publish, 
or carry about the same to others, whether in or out of the 
church, to the injury or their brothers or sisters good name, or 
in any wise act contrary to the command of our Lord, as laid 
down in Matthew 18 as above cited, they shall for the first 
offence be privately rebuked by the pastor and deacons, and if 
they shall then repeat the same, the case shall come before 
the church in usual order, and such member or members shall 
be withdrawn from.

And further, that if there be any thing unpleasant between two 
or more members individually, the matter shall never be 
admitted before this church in any shape or way whatever, until 
that course shall have been adopted which our Lord and 
Saviour hath commanded in Matthew 18 v 15-17 above cited; 
and that if instead of acting by this rule, the offended on either 
parties, shall tell the matter to one or more other persons, they 
shall be considered as acting the part of backbiters and tale-
bearers, and it shall be the duty of the member to whom any 
such tale shall be told, to ask whether our Lord’s command has 
been followed in the case or not, and to treat the matter as it 
may be in this respect, that they may be dealt with by the 
church according to the foregoing clauses of this rule. And that 
if any offended member, or either parties, between whom there 
shall be any such unpleasantness or offence, shall on that 
account neglect to fill up his, her, or their place or places 
honourably, as a member or members of this church, the same 
member or members shall be treated as absentees or 
disorderly walkers, without any reference whatever being made 
by this church to the above unpleasantness or offence;

5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ being set up from 
everlasting1 as the mediator of the covenant, and he having 
engaged to be2 the surety of his people, did in the fullness of 
time really assume3 human nature; in which nature he really 
suffered and died4 as their substitute in their room and stead; 
whereby he made all that satisfaction5 for their sins, which the 
law and justice of God could require; as well as made way for 
all those blessings6 which are needful for them, both for time 
and eternity.

6. We believe that that eternal redemption which Christ has 
obtained by the shedding of his blood7 is special and particular: 
that is to say, that it was only intentionally designed for the 
elect of God and sheep of Christ; who only share the special 
and peculiar blessings of it.

7. We believe that the justification of God’s elect is only by the8

righteousness of Christ imputed to them, without the 
consideration of any works of righteousness done by them; 
and that the full and free pardon of all their sins and 
transgressions, past, present, and to come, is only through the 
blood of Christ9 according to the riches of his grace.

8. We believe that the work of regeneration, conversion, 
sanctification, and faith is not an act of10 man’s free will and 
power, but of the mighty, efficacious, and irresistable11 grace of 
God.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1. Proverbs 8 vv 22,23    Hebrews 12 v 24
2. Psalm 40 vv 6,7,8    Hebrews 7 v 22
3. John 1 v 14    Galations 4 v 4    Hebrews 2 vv 14,16,17
4. Romans 4 v 25    1 Corinthians 15 v 3    Ephesians 5 v 2    1 Peter 3 v 18
5. Romans 8 vv 3,4    Romans 10 v 4    Isaiah 42 v 21    Romans 8 vv 1,33,34
6. 1 Corinthians 1 v 30    Ephesians 1 v 7
7. Matthew 20 v 28    John 10 vv 11,15    Revelation 5 v 9    Romans 8 v 30
8. Romans 3 v 28    Romans 4 v 6  Romans 5 vv 16,17,18,19
9. Romans 3 v 25    Ephesians 1 v 7    Colossians 2 v 13    1 John 1 vv 7,9
10. John 1 v 13    Romans 9 v 16    Romans 8 v 7
11. Philippians 2 v 18    2 Timothy 1 v 9    James 1 v 18    1 Peter 1 v 3    Ephesians 1 v 19 
    Isaiah 43 v 13

9. We believe that all those who are chosen by the Father, 
redeemed by the Son, and sanctified by the Spirit, shall 
certainly and finally1 persevere; so that not one of them shall 
ever perish, but shall have everlasting life.

10. We believe that there will be a resurrection of the dead 
both of the just and the unjust;2 and that Christ will come a 
second time3 to judge both quick and dead; when he will take 
vengeance on the wicked and introduce his own people into 
his kingdom and glory, where they shall be for ever with him.

11. We believe that baptism4 and the Lord’s supper are 
ordinances of Christ, to be continued until his second coming; 
and that the former is absolutely requisite to the latter; that is to 
say, that those5 only are to be admitted into the communion of 
the church and to participate of all ordinances in it,6 who upon 
profession of their faith, have been baptised7 by immersion in 
the8 name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.

12. We also believe that singing of psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs vocally,9 is an ordinance of the gospel to be 
performed by believers; and that every one ought to be left to 
their liberty10 in using of it.

Now all, and each of these doctrines and ordinances we look 
upon ourselves under the greatest obligations to embrace,
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1. Matthew 24 v 24    John 6 vv 39,40    John 10 vv 28,29    Matthew 16 v 18   

Psalm 125 vv 1,2    1 Peter 1 v 5    Jude v 24    Hebrews 2 v 13    Romans 8 v 30
2. Acts 24 v 15    John 5 vv 28,29    Daniel 12 v 2
3. Hebrews 9 v 28    Acts 17 v 31    2 Timothy 4 v 1    2 Thessalonians 1 vv 7,8,9,10

1 Thessalonians 4 vv 15,16,17 
4. Matthew 28 vv 19,20    1 Corinthians 11 vv 23,24,25,26  
5. Acts 2 v 41    Acts 9 vv 18,26
6. Mark 16 v 16    Acts 8 vv 12,36,37    Acts 16 vv 31,32,33,34    Acts 18 v 8
7. Matthew 3 vv 6,16    John 3 v 23    Acts 8 vv 38,39    Romans 6 v 4    Colossions 2 v 12
8. Matthew 28 v 19
9. Matthew 26 v 30    Acts 16 v 25    1 Corinthians 14 v 15,26    Ephesians 5 v 19      

Colossions 3 v 16
10. James 5 v 13   

Members are expected to attend the preaching and prayer 
meetings generally, unless a justifiable reason be given for 
their non-attendance.

5. No minister shall be engaged as a supply, on any occasion, 
longer than one month, without the approbation of the church.

6. Whatever business shall have been regularly settled at a 
church meeting and afterwards confirmed at a subsequent 
church meeting, shall not be protested against within six 
months: such proceedings, in our judgement, being founded in 
carnal policy, and only calculated to produce strife, contention, 
and division.

7. During the time this church is without a pastor, or in case of 
illness of the pastor, or in any like case that may arise, the 
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper shall be regularly attended to 
by the church every month, the deacons officiating on such 
occasions.

8. It is particularly requested that any brethren or sister who 
may have received personal offence, or have seen, or heard of 
any immoral conduct in any brother or sister, the same being 
known only to themselves, that they strictly and in the spirit of 
meekness, attend to the rules given b our Lord: “if thy brother 
shall trespass against thee, go and tell him of his fault between 
thee and him alone; if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy 
brother, but if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or 
two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, 
tell it unto the church; but if he neglect to hear the church, let 
him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.” Matthew 
18 vv 15-18 and also in Galations 6 v 1 “If a man be overtaken 
in a fault, ye which are spiritual restore such an one in the spirit 
of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”
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All of which duties we desire to be found in the performance of, 
through the gracious assistance of the Holy Spirit: whilst we 
both admire and adore the grace which has given us a place 
and a name in God’s house better than that of sons and 
daughters.1

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1. Isaiah 56 v 5

Rules
Have peace one with another - Mark 9 v 50

If for the sake of peace and good order in society generally, 
men of the world are found adopting and employing means for 
promoting the same, surely those who are the professed 
followers of the King of Peace, and from whom alone true 
peace cometh, should not be found negligent in the adoption of 
any measures, or backward in the employment of any means, 
consistent with the word of God, in endeavouring to promote 
that which may tend in some degree, to the prevention of what 
might disturb a whole church; a cause for, if not a direct 
necessity of, an associated body of Christians having rules, 
must appear evident to every partaker of divine grace.

1. The deacons shall procure all things necessary for the 
church, at the expense of the whole body. They shall provide 
for the Lord’s table and assist in the administration of the 
elements; they shall see all lawful bills regularly paid, making 
an annual report thereon to the church; watch over the 
temporal concerns of the church; assist the Pastor in visiting 
the poor and sick, or in any thing else he may stand in need of 
to make him comfortable; and also to consult him on all 
necessary occasions.

2. A church meeting shall be held annually or oftener if the 
deacons think it necessary, which meetings when practical or 
upon special occasions to be opened with singing, reading the 
scriptures, or prayer, and concluding with prayer, the pastor or 
one of the deacons to preside on such occasions, to bring 
forward all lawful business belonging to the church, that such 
may be strictly and candidly investigated.

3. Previous to persons becoming members of this church, the 
pastor or deacons shall be satisfied, in the judgement of 
charity, that they possess “the root of the matter,” upon which a 
communication being made to the church, two brethren shall 
be appointed to enquire their moral character; then ascertain 
by a personal interview, the probability of a divine work in their 
heart, and report accordingly to the church. If the church, being 
satisfied with the report, consent to hear such persons relate 
their faith and experience before them, by which satisfaction is 
obtained of the work of God in them, such persons shall be 
received, after being baptised, into full communion, to 
participate in all the privileges and immunities as citizens of 
Zion.

Members of other churches professing the same faith and 
order, may be received by an honourable dismission, such 
dismission to go for their moral character, but that every such 
person shall come before the church and state their faith and 
experience as in other cases.

4. Should any member or members absent themselves from 
the Lord’s table three successive ordinance days, the church 
shall at their next meeting, appoint two messengers to know 
the cause of their non-attendance; and if, on the report of the 
messengers at the following church meeting, it shall appear 
that they are not justifiable in their non-attendance and persist 
in their neglect of God’s ordinance, they shall be excluded from 
the church. Members removed in Providence beyond the reach 
of attendance, or who otherwise fail to communicate with the 
church, and when the church have no knowledge of their 
residence, unless they should send a written communication, 
stating their address, and shew justifiable reasons for their 
non-attendance within six months, shall be withdrawn from 
without further notice; such limitation not to extend to those 
members who are called to go beyond the sea.

maintain, and defend, believing it to be our duty1 to stand fast 
in one spirit, with one mind, striving together for the faith of the 
gospel.

And whereas we are very sensible that our conversation, both 
in the world and in the church, ought to be as becometh2 the 
gospel of Christ, we judge it our incumbent duty,3 to walk in 
wisdom towards them that are without, to exercise a 
conscience4 void of offence towards God and men by living5

soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world.

And as to our regards to each other in our church-communion 
we esteem it our duty to walk with6 each other in all humility 
and brotherly love; to watch over7 each other’s conversation; to 
stir up one8 another to love and good works; not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together as we have opportunity, to 
worship God according to his revealed will; and when the case 
requires, to warn,9 rebuke, and admonish one another, 
according to the rules of the gospel.

Moreover, we think ourselves obliged10 to sympathise with 
each other in all conditions, both inward and outward, which 
God in his providence may bring us into; as also to11 bear with 
one another’s weaknesses, failings, and infirmities; and 
particularly to pray for one another,12 and that the gospel and 
the ordinances thereof, might be blessed to the edification and 
comfort of each other’s souls, and for the gathering in of others 
to Christ besides those who are already gathered.
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All of which duties we desire to be found in the performance of, 
through the gracious assistance of the Holy Spirit: whilst we 
both admire and adore the grace which has given us a place 
and a name in God’s house better than that of sons and 
daughters.1

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1. Isaiah 56 v 5

Rules
Have peace one with another - Mark 9 v 50

If for the sake of peace and good order in society generally, 
men of the world are found adopting and employing means for 
promoting the same, surely those who are the professed 
followers of the King of Peace, and from whom alone true 
peace cometh, should not be found negligent in the adoption of 
any measures, or backward in the employment of any means, 
consistent with the word of God, in endeavouring to promote 
that which may tend in some degree, to the prevention of what 
might disturb a whole church; a cause for, if not a direct 
necessity of, an associated body of Christians having rules, 
must appear evident to every partaker of divine grace.

1. The deacons shall procure all things necessary for the 
church, at the expense of the whole body. They shall provide 
for the Lord’s table and assist in the administration of the 
elements; they shall see all lawful bills regularly paid, making 
an annual report thereon to the church; watch over the 
temporal concerns of the church; assist the Pastor in visiting 
the poor and sick, or in any thing else he may stand in need of 
to make him comfortable; and also to consult him on all 
necessary occasions.

2. A church meeting shall be held annually or oftener if the 
deacons think it necessary, which meetings when practical or 
upon special occasions to be opened with singing, reading the 
scriptures, or prayer, and concluding with prayer, the pastor or 
one of the deacons to preside on such occasions, to bring 
forward all lawful business belonging to the church, that such 
may be strictly and candidly investigated.

3. Previous to persons becoming members of this church, the 
pastor or deacons shall be satisfied, in the judgement of 
charity, that they possess “the root of the matter,” upon which a 
communication being made to the church, two brethren shall 
be appointed to enquire their moral character; then ascertain 
by a personal interview, the probability of a divine work in their 
heart, and report accordingly to the church. If the church, being 
satisfied with the report, consent to hear such persons relate 
their faith and experience before them, by which satisfaction is 
obtained of the work of God in them, such persons shall be 
received, after being baptised, into full communion, to 
participate in all the privileges and immunities as citizens of 
Zion.

Members of other churches professing the same faith and 
order, may be received by an honourable dismission, such 
dismission to go for their moral character, but that every such 
person shall come before the church and state their faith and 
experience as in other cases.

4. Should any member or members absent themselves from 
the Lord’s table three successive ordinance days, the church 
shall at their next meeting, appoint two messengers to know 
the cause of their non-attendance; and if, on the report of the 
messengers at the following church meeting, it shall appear 
that they are not justifiable in their non-attendance and persist 
in their neglect of God’s ordinance, they shall be excluded from 
the church. Members removed in Providence beyond the reach 
of attendance, or who otherwise fail to communicate with the 
church, and when the church have no knowledge of their 
residence, unless they should send a written communication, 
stating their address, and shew justifiable reasons for their 
non-attendance within six months, shall be withdrawn from 
without further notice; such limitation not to extend to those 
members who are called to go beyond the sea.

maintain, and defend, believing it to be our duty1 to stand fast 
in one spirit, with one mind, striving together for the faith of the 
gospel.

And whereas we are very sensible that our conversation, both 
in the world and in the church, ought to be as becometh2 the 
gospel of Christ, we judge it our incumbent duty,3 to walk in 
wisdom towards them that are without, to exercise a 
conscience4 void of offence towards God and men by living5

soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world.

And as to our regards to each other in our church-communion 
we esteem it our duty to walk with6 each other in all humility 
and brotherly love; to watch over7 each other’s conversation; to 
stir up one8 another to love and good works; not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together as we have opportunity, to 
worship God according to his revealed will; and when the case 
requires, to warn,9 rebuke, and admonish one another, 
according to the rules of the gospel.

Moreover, we think ourselves obliged10 to sympathise with 
each other in all conditions, both inward and outward, which 
God in his providence may bring us into; as also to11 bear with 
one another’s weaknesses, failings, and infirmities; and 
particularly to pray for one another,12 and that the gospel and 
the ordinances thereof, might be blessed to the edification and 
comfort of each other’s souls, and for the gathering in of others 
to Christ besides those who are already gathered.
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